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Chapter 1
Introduction

1.1 Title of the Project

Identification, listing and grading of structures and precincts of cultural, historical or architectural
importance that merit heritage conservation in Navi Mumbai notified area, which falls under district
Raigad

1.2 Objectives of the Project

Identifying the unique character and status of Navi Mumbai (Raigad) as regards its history and development,
with an aim of making a blueprint for Heritage Conservation in the Navi Mumbai Notified Area

Preparing a comprehensive document on the built heritage of the area in order to create awareness and
encourage preservation. The project Area falls under the CIDCO notified area. As such a significant
objective is to give CIDCO a means by which to look at heritage broadly and structures worth preserving
specifically in any development policies in the future.

1.3 Introduction to the Project Area

1.31 The Konkan

The Konkan coastal plain, between the Arabian Sea (west) and the Western Ghats (east); stretches
approximately 530 km from the Daman Ganga River north of Bombay to the Terekhol River between
Maharashtra and Goa in the south. The Konkan includes Thane, Greater Bombay, Raigad, and
Ratnagiri districts. Raigad forms the historic region of western India, immediately south of Bombay.
The terrain undulates with rugged transverse hills reaching from the steep scarp slopes of the
Sahyadri Hills (east) to the Arabian Sea coast (west). The localized region of Navi Mumbai notified
area is characterized by creeks (Thane, Panvel, Karanja) on the west side and Ghats on the east.

1.32 Raigad

The Raigad area of the Konkan coast had established foreign trading ports with Greece as early as the
3rd century BC. Its ports were known to the ancient Greeks, Egyptians and Arab traders. The spice
trade brought prosperity to the ancient Hindu kingdoms of the area. With the advent of the
Portuguese and British, the port cities were further developed but now have lost their former
importance. In the 17th century it became a Maratha stronghold. During the late 20th century there
was considerable population migration to Bombay, and the northern parts of the area were rapidly
industrialized. In Raigad Uran and Panvel are the main industrial centres, and Alibag is a district
centre,

1.33  Navi Mumbai notified area, which falls under district Raigad
The Navi Mumbai Notified Area is carved out of existing districts Raigad (to the South), and Thane
(to the North), encompassing an area of around 320 sq. km. Navi Mumbai was developed as a
complete self contained new township across the harbour from the Mumbai Metropolis. The area of
this study is approx. 215 sq. km encompassing the part of Raigad district (parts of Taluka Panvel and
Taluka Uran) in the notified area of Navi Mumbai.

1.34 Macroclimate
The climate is characteristically monsoonal, with local variations. Four seasons are normal: March-
May (hot); June-September (hot and wet); October-November (warm and dry); and December-
February (cool). The coastal districts enjoy equable temperatures, monthly averages ranging only a
few degrees above or below 27° C. A range of more than 7° C between day and night temperatures is
unusual,



1.4 Stages of the Project

Stagel  Reconnaissance
Determination of scope and scale of listing
Identification of significant Heritage

Stagell  Listing, Delineation and Documentation

Stage Il Preparing guidelines for Heritage Conservation

1.5  Summary of Work Done in Stage 1

The project area was divided into 3 zones, namely the villages, Panvel Town and Uran Town.

The reconnaissance of the areas under study was carried zone wise to determine the extent of existing built
heritage in the region. In order to get a preliminary definition of the villages a specific proforma for the
village study was formulated and the same was used to survey the villages. This allowed for the special and
specific characteristics of the villages to be identified and certain general characteristics of the villages to be
ascertained. A detailed summary of the survey is attached herewith.

In the first stage, a total of 120 structures and sites were identified and their initial photography and
documentation was done. Out of these, 17 structures were in villages while 58 and 45 structures and sites
were identified in Panvel and Uran respectively. Preliminary Base Maps of each of the zones were prepared.

While completing the reconnaissance of villages, a further 2 structures were added to the list. Also a total of
4 structures were found to be demolished in the entire project area since the initial identification. This
brought the total no. of structures and sites to 118.

1.6 Methodology for Stage 11

In this stage, a detailed survey was carried out of each of the identified structures and sites. This was done
using the proforma specified by the MMRHCS. Additional photography as required was also carried out. At
few places, an access to the property was not possible due to either no permission or non availability of
owners (premises locked). In many cases, photography within the premises was not permitted. In many
residential properties, photography of the interior spaces was not permitted.

Preparation of maps was a challenging task. The villages in the project areas do not have survey maps. In
case of Panvel, the base map is prepared using the Development Plan of the town. This plan is not accurately
drawn, and does not clearly indicate buildings and other features. There are discrepancies between the actual
distances and the mapped ones for instance. The location plans of identified structures have been prepared
by doing on site observations, which are then incorporated in the basic template of the DP. The surroundings
of the Talavs are also mapped by actual observations on site. In case of Uran, the base map is prepared using
the development plan, whereas the precinct maps are prepared using the survey sheets. Due to these
difficulties, details like plot area and built-up area could not be filled up in the list cards. Many roads in
Panvel and Uran do not bear any names, as such location of buildings fronting them has been indicated in
context of certain other known landmarks.



1.7  Summary of Survey of Villages in the Project Area



1.8 Heritage Characteristics of the Project Area
1.81 Villages

The physical organization of villages in the Navi Mumbai notified area that fall under district Raigad display
the general characteristics of villages in the Konkan. Being within the CIDCO notified area, they present
varying degrees of urbanization depending upon proximity to road or rail corridors. Many villages still retain
traditional houses in brick and timber in the core, albeit with many changes in the finishes. On the periphery,
new developments in RCC construction can be seen.

A total of 58 villages in the project area were surveyed for their dominant character and yielded the
following observations:
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Religious buildings in most of the villages have been reconstructed in brick and RCC within past ten to
fifteen years, replacing the traditional ones in timber construction. Despite the large project areas covered the
illages have yielded relatively few structures meriting heritage identification. Wherever the sites meriting
neritage identification from the villages were found they were studied and list cards prepared.

villages with identified sites

villages with
identified sites

total villages

total sites identified

total identified
sites

—

P

total villages l ;

The notable exception is Nhave, although here too the identified buildings are part of an independent
complex and not that of the Nhave village as such.

1.82 Panvel

The social/religious structure in the town of Panvel was/is eclectic. There are significant populations of
Yindus, Bohras and Jains who form the trading communities in these places. There used to be a significant
presence of Jews, but these have dwindled significantly over recent times. The trade affluence can be seen in
large and small Wadas and Bungalows. This affluence also extends to the building of religious structures
which abound in Panvel.

There is an important contribution of some families in the creation of Panvel’s urban image. These were
either merchants or families with administrative clout (The Bapats, the Gulves, the Puraniks, and the
Banthias). Many of the religious structures were built under their patronage.

The Temples reflect either typical the 18" century blend of Dravidian/ Bijapur influences, or are of local
Konkan timber construction. Mosques, Jain temple, a Synagogue, are also significant. The Jami Masjid and
a dargah are in styled monumentally while other mosques and the synagogue display the Konkan timber
construction.

Panvel had many Wadas (Courtyard house of Maharashtra) built by wealthy citizens of all communities. A
few of them remain today. They display a simple but ideal wooden construction with a touch of ornament.
Some of these still retain the same old lifestyle within their walls.



The most important characteristic of the town of Panvel are the Sacred Sites- Many are formed out of
groupings of manmade Talavs, waterfronts, religious structures, peripheral structures and sacred trees. These
form important public spaces even today.

1.83 Uran
The social fabric of Uran is quite eclectic, reflecting the presence of several communities, such as the
Hindus, the Muslims, the Jains (Jain Satsang) and the Parsis (as seen in the Bhivandiwalla Gardens and the

Agiary).

There is an area of Central Uran, Deulwadi, with ten temples strung out in a small area close to Bhimale
Talav.

Masjid Mohalla which is centred on the Jami Masjid displays a unified architectural character and scale in
the Domestic buildings which are two storied with sloped roof, front verandahs and highly ornate facades in
Baroque style.

A few significant structures characterising the colonial period and maritime history are also found.



Chapter 2
2.1 Criteria for Grading

2.11
The following criteria as laid down in the Heritage Regulations for Greater Bombay, 1995 have been
followed.

Grade | Definition Objectives

I Heritage Grade I comprises of buildings and sites of national | Heritage Grade 1  richly
or historical importance, embodying excellence in | deserves careful preservation
architectural style, design, technology and material usage;
they may be associated with a great historical event,
personality, movement or institution. They have been and are
the prime landmarks of the city

11 Heritage Grade II (A & B) comprises of buildings, regional or | Heritage Grade II deserves
local importance, possessing special architectural or | intelligent conservation
aesthetical merit, cultural or historical value, though of a
lower scale than Heritage grade I. They are local landmarks,
contributing to the image and identity of the city. They may
be the work of master craftsmen, or may be models of
proportion and ornamentation, or design to suit particular
climate.

I Heritage Grade III comprises of buildings, and precincts of | Heritage Grade III deserves
importance for townscape; they evoke architectural aesthetic | protection of unique features
or sociological interest though not as much as in Heritage | and attributes.

Grade II. These contribute to determine the character of the
locality, and can be representative of lifestyle of a particular
community or region and, may also be distinguished by
setting on a street line, or special character of the fagade and
uniformity of height, width and scale.

Grade I (Talav): See 2.22 below

22 Application of the criteria to the project area
The following considerations were applied to the project at hand:

2.21  The importance of local history

Even though the towns of Panvel and Uran have not been historically in the forefront, or the seats of rulers in
the Konkan region, structures associated with local history and local memories are deemed to be worthy of
conservation.

2.22 Manmade Talavs

The region abounds with manmade talavs. In most cases, they form sacred sites as well, ie. they are
associated with a place of worship (of different faiths). The Talavs are important public open spaces,
especially in dense towns like Uran and Panvel. They perform multiple roles like religious, social and
cultural, as also ecological and environmental, besides having a remarkable potential for being recreational
foci. The principal threat to the Talavs is the likelihood of being reclaimed. This characteristic combination
of Talav and religious site is worthy of preservation. In order to preserve the valuable open space and
promote their cleaning up and maintenance, and to enhance their recreational potential, they have been
assigned Grade I (Talav). These have been categorised separately from other Grade I structures that have
been identified using norms laid down in the Heritage Regulations for Greater Bombay, 1995, as indicated in
2.11 above.



2.23  Religious places in the Konkan

These form non-monumental, privately built places of worship with typical Konkan style timber frame
sonstruction with sloped roofs, detailed with open fronts of TW framework with infill of vertical MS rod
grills. This typology has emerged out of local materials, craftsmanship and climate. This typology cuts
across religious lines and is considered worthy of preservation. The aesthetic of such places of worship is
rapidly being replaced by poorly designed concrete (multi-storey) structures in the name of ‘Jirnoddhar’ or
“Tamir’. This typology, when encountered was given special consideration.

Also of note are the large variety of religious structures like temples with stone masonry and Peshwahi style

shikharas, or mosques and tombs with stone masonry and domes. Curiously, in a couple of examples a
combination was found to be used.

2.24  Domestic Architecture
Mainly three types of domestic architecture are present. These typologies include:
1. Wadas, or courtyard houses with timber frame construction, typifying a particular way of life.

2. Muslim houses with front verandahs and highly ornate neo-Baroque features on facades, sometimes
combined with vernacular features in timber.

3. Colonial Bungalows adapted to a local lifestyle.
Identified structures conforming to these typologies were considered worthy of preservation.

2.3 Summary of Grading (Identified Sites in the Project Area)

2.31 Identified Sites
Total list cards: 118

Grade | 3
Grade I (Talav) 11
Grade IT A 26
Grade II B 19
Grade 111 59

2.32 Villages
Total list cards: 18

Grade I 2
Grade I (Talav) 3
Grade IT A 2
Grade II B 7
Grade 111 4

2.33 Panvel
Total list cards: 56
Grade I (Talav) 6

Grade IT A 15
Grade I1 B 7
Grade I11 28
2.44 Uran

Total list cards: 44
Grade | 1
Grade [ (Talav) 2
Grade IT A 9
Grade 11 B 5

Grade I1I 27



Chapter 3

Abbreviations for the Criteria (Value Classification)

for listing of structures and sites

Value Description Abbreviation
Archeological Arc
Architectural Ar
(Significant architectural construction or

detailing)

Cultural Cul
Economic History Eco
Event Ev
(Association with well known persons or

events)

Group Grp
(Group of buildings of a distinct

architectural design or style/ way of life/
sociological interest)

Historical His
(National, Regional, Local)

Individual Ind
(Uniqueness, first of its kind)

Landmark Lan
(Including Important for Image of city)

Locational Loc
Occupational Occ
(Association with special occupation)

Open Spaces OS
(Integrally planned with their associated

areas/ potential to be areas of recreation)
Ornamental Orn
(Use of architectural ornamentation)

Period Per
(Unique use of design or ornament or type

of a building, reflecting a period)

Recreational Rec
Scenic Beauty Scn
Sculptural Scu
Social History Soc
Technological Tec
(Representing unique technologies)

Urban Design Values UD

(Component of good urban design)

Waterfront

Wat




Chapter 4

Area wise Index of the Listed Structures and Sites

Area- A- Villages

Area- B-
Area- C-

Panvel
Uran

A] Villages

Card | Common |Map | Map Name of Property
No. |Reference | No | Reference
No
1 VL 1 2 V2 Kedarnath Mandir, Owe Camp
2 VL2 2 V3 Talav at Taloja, Panchnand
3 VL 4 2 V24 Shankar Mandir, Targhar
4 VL5 2 V18 Vitthalwadi Mandir, Chinchpada, Vadghar
3 VL 6 2 V22 Talav at Pargaon
6 VL 7 2 V30 Lingeshwar Mandir, Wahal
7 VL 8 2 V30 Kanoba Mandir, Kunde wahal
8 VL 9 2 V36 Marine Museum, Nhava
9 VL 10 2 V36 Anchorage Bungalow, Nhava
10 VL 11 2 V36 Fatima Banu Hospital, Nhava
11 VL 12 2 V36 Training Ship Rahaman, Nhava
12 VL 13 2 V36 Sagaresh Suites, Nhava
13 VL 14 2 V36 Nhava Tank, Nhava
14 VL 15 2 V59 Vinayak Mandir, Kegaon
15 |VL16 2 V58 Mugquimshababa Dargah, Phirwadi, Nagaon
16 VL 17 2 V58 Tungekar House, Phirwadi, Nagaon
17 VL 18 2 V2 Vitthal Rakhumai Mandir, Owe
18 VL 19 2 V2 Jami Masjid, Owe
B] Panvel
Card | Common |Map |Map Name of Property
No. |Reference | No. | Reference
No.
Talavs and Surroundings
19 |PL1 3 G10 Wadale Talav
20 {PL2 3 F9 Ballareshwar Mandir
2l. | PL3 3 G9 Rameshwar Mandir
22 |PL4 3 H9 V K High School
23 | PL.5 3 H9 Lingayat Samadhis
24 |PL6 3 G9 ‘Lakshmi Ratan’ Banthia House, Wadale Talav
25 |PLY 3 F7 Krishnale Talav
26 |PL8 3 F7 Krishneshwar Mandir
27 |PL9 3 E8 Devale Talav
28 |PLIO 3 E8 Pir Karamali Shah Dargah
29 |PL11 3 E8 Jalal Shah Baba Dargah




30 |PL12 3 E8 Panvel Municipal Council

31 PL13 3 E6 Lendale Talav, Patel Mohalla

32 |PL 14 3 E6 Jami Masjid, Patel Mohalla

33 |PL15 3 D6 Mulla House, Patel Mohalla

34 |PL16 3 HS Israel Talav

35 PL 17 3 H5 Jewish Burial Ground

36 |PL 18 3 H5 Seth Lakshmidas Bhaskar High School
Bazaar Peth

37 |PL19 3 F6 Beth El Synagogue, Bazaar Peth

38 |PL20 3 G5 Mominpada Masjid

39 |PL21 3 G5 Ahmed Baig House, Bazaar Peth

40 |PL22 3 F6 Daar-ul-Imarat, Bohri Masjid

41 PL 23 3 Fo6 Esmail Manzil, Bazaar Peth

42 |PL24 3 E7 Samel House, Bazaar Peth

43 |PL 25 3 F6 Motilal Banthia House, Bazaar Peth

44 | PL 26 3 E7 Balumiyan Patel House, Maulana Azad Chwk
Sadashiv Peth

45 | PL27 3 F8 Bapat Wada, Tilak Road

46 |PL 28 3 F8 Gulve Wada, Tilak Road

47 PL 29 3 F8 Ratan Talkies

48 | PL 30 3 F8 Shri Ramdas Maruti Mandir, Tilak Road
49 | PL 31 3 F8 ‘Radha Hari Niwas’, Patwardhan Wada, Tlk Rd
50 |PL32 3 F8 Shedge Wada, Tilak Road

51 |PL33 3 F9 Sahastrabuddhe Wada, Tilak Road

52 |PL34 3 F9 Puranik Wada, Tilak Road

53 [PL.35 3 F9 Dhootpapeshwar Factory

54 |PL 36 3 F8 Panvel Sutika Gruh

55 |PL37 3 F8 Old Post Office

Kapad Galli and Shivaji Road

56 |PL38 3 F7 Shri Ram Mandir, Shivaji Road

57 |PL40 3 E7 Jain Mandir, Kapad Galli

58 |PL41 3 F7 Jain Upashray, Kapad Galli

59 |PL42 3 F7 Siddhi Vinayak Mandir, Joshi Aali

60 |PL 43 3 F7 Sadrani House, Joshi Aali

61 |PL44 L F7 Vinayak Shankar Patwardhan House, Shivaji Road
62 |PL 46 3 G8 Prabhakar Raje House, off Shivaji Road

Bundar Road and Gadhi River

63 |PL 47 3 D8 Patkar Wada, Bundar Road

64 |PL 48 3 D8 Munot Wada, Bundar Road

65 |PL49 3 C8 Fazalbhai Bhojabhai House, Bundar Road
66 |PL 50 3 B8 Diwani Nyayalaya, Bundar Road

67 |PL 51 3 A9 Panvel Bundar

68 |PL 52 3 E4 Uran Bridge

69 |PL 53 3 E5 Ekvira Devi Mandir, Koliwada

70 |PL 54 3 E5 Gadhi River Front, Koliwada




New Panvel

71 | PLAS 4 H2 Maruti Mandir, Podi, New Panvel
72 | PL 56 4 El4 Khandeshwar Talav, Khanda
73 | PL 57 4 El4 Rameshwar Mandir, Khanda
74 PL 58 4 E10 Girija Bhuvan, Khanda
C] Uran
Card | Common |Map |Map Name of Property
No. | Reference | No. Reference
No

Deulwadi and Extended Surroundings

75 UN1 5 F3 Vitthal Mandir

76 UN 2 5 F3 Sangameshwar Mahadev Mandir
77 UN3 5 F3 Urnavati Devi Mandir

78 UN 4 5 F3 Vitthal Rakhumai Mandir

79 |UNS 5 F3 Balaji Mandir

80 UN 6 5 F4 Datta Mandir

81 UN 7 5 F4 Hanuman Mandir

82 UN 8 5 F4 Ganesh Mandir

83 UN 9 5 F4 Lakshmi Narayan Mandir

84 UN 10 5 G4 Ram Mandir

85 UN 11 5 F4 Bimala Talav

Masjid Mohalla

86 UN 12 5 G5 Jama Masjid, Uran

87 UN 13 : G4 Havabibi Hospital

88 UN 14 5 G5 Tungekar Manzil

89 UN 15 5 G5 Esmail Bhaiji House

90 UN 16 5 G4 Mukri House

91 UN 17 5 G5 Mukri manzil

92 UN 18 5 G5 Thakur House

93 UN 19 5 G4 Moosa Manzil

94 UN 20 5 G5 Citizen High School

95 UN 21 5 G4 Bakshi House

96 UN 22 5 G4 Nerekar House

Vani Aali

97 UN 23 5 F4 Kanya Shala

08 UN 24 5 F4 Jain Satsang

99 UN 25 5 F4 ‘Bhagwan Bhavan’, Sarvaiya House
Bhivandiwala Estate

100 | UN 26 5 E3 Bhiwandiwala Estate, Bldg No.1
101 | UN 27 5 E3 Bhiwandiwala Estate, Bldg No.2




102 | UN 28 5 E3 Bhiwandiwala Estate, Bldg No.3

103 | UN 29 5 E3 Bhiwandiwala Estate Gate

Uran- Mora Road

104 | UN 31 5 G3 Rice Mill, Uran Mora Road

105 | UN 32 5 F4 Government Dispensary

106 | UN 33 5 E9 Aziz Water Works No.1

107 | UN34 5 C9 Salt Commissioner’s Residence

108 | UN 35 5 D12 Salt Commissioner’s Office

109 | UN 36 5 Cl4 Bhawara Masjid

110 | UN 37 5 C15 Bhawara Talav, (Garden Tank)

111 | UN 38 5 Cl15 Ganesh Mandir, Uran Mora Road
112 | UN 39 5 C17 Ekvira Devi Mandir, Uran Mora Road
113 | UN 40 5 C20 Custom’s Chowki, Mora

114 | UN 41 5 C20 Mora Pier

115 | UN 42 5 A20 Umrigar Agiyari, Mora

Other

116 | UN43 5 G4 Church of our Lady of Purification
117 | UN 44 3 C1 Shekhar Mhatre House, Boripakhadi
118 | UN45 5 E3 Municipal Council Building

Note:

The structure Numbers VL 3, PL 39, PL 45 and UN 30 have been deleted from the list as they have been
demolished since the last report.



Chapter §
List of Base Maps

Map No.1 Project Area Map

Map No.2  Base map of identified structures and sites in Villages
Map No.3 Base Map of Panvel

Map No. 4  Base Map of New Panvel

Map No.5  Base Map of Uran
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Chapter 7
List of Precincts

1. Deulwadi Precinct, Uran
Map No. 6 Map of Deulwadi Precinct

2. Masjid Mohalla Precinct, Uran
Map No. 7 Map of Masjid Mohalla Precinct
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